A Few Basic Capitalization Rules

1.  Capitalize the first word of a sentence.

2.  Capitalize the names of people.

3.  Capitalize the names of places, such as:



streets  - Dysart Road, 75th Avenue, Avondale Boulevard



schools - Estrella Mountain Community College



businesses - Food City, Walmart, Pizza Hut



cities - Avondale, Phoenix



counties - Maricopa, Pima


states - Arizona, Sonora



countries - United States, Mexico, Vietnam, Iraq
4.  Capitalize the names of the days and months.
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6.  Capitalize the names of nationalities and languages.



I am American.  I speak English.



I am Colombian.  I speak Spanish.


I am Iraqi.  I speak Arabic.


We ate at a Chinese restaurant last night.



My mother likes to make Mexican food.

Capitalization Mistakes

Directions:  The person who wrote these sentences forgot to capitalize many words!  Circle the words that need capital letters.  Then, rewrite the sentences so that they are correct.
1.  i am married.  my husband’s name is tom.

2. tom works at fry’s supermarket in avondale.

3. he works monday through friday.

4. i work at china buffet on the weekend.
5. it’s a chinese restaurant, but i don’t speak chinese.   

6. i speak spanish because i was born in sonora, mexico.

7. my son’s name is roberto.  he was born in arizona.
8. he was born on june 10, 1997.

9.  my son goes to elementary school.

10.  he is in second grade at palm valley elementary school.
